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The concept of establishing a Gulf unit began with the aim of achieving
cooperation in all fields; political, economic, educational, and media, and finding
a type of unity and reliance based on peaceful and solid foundations for the benefit
of the peoples of the Gulf Arab states.

With Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad in May 1976, the Gulf Cooperation Council
(GCC) emerged as a result of a set of dangers that threatened the Gulf states;
represented by the Iranian threat after the success of the Islamic Revolution,
which took on a doctrinal aspect in addition to the political and strategic aspect of
controlling and dominating the region's states.

The Soviet threat and the competition between the United States for the
region's resources, especially oil, were also factors. Based on a set of facts, there is
no single Gulf Arab state that can provide security for itself alone, isolated from
Arab national security. Development cannot be achieved within a small, closed
entity, considering that development issues are national issues.

Within the Arab national state and in the context of searching for a formula
for agreement between national specificity and the necessity of unity, the GCC
becomes a logical formula for regional unity among states "that have characteristics
and specificities that make them an integrated entity." They share "a common past"
in their family resemblance and social structure, and it is the appropriate formula
to provide regional unity that puts itself above national interests and secures a
collective formula.

Perhaps the debate now raised in the Gulf Strait is not about the conviction
of its importance, as almost everyone agrees that the Gulf people's dream is
complete Gulf unity. However, the debate comes from the implementation
mechanisms and the obstacles that this unity project may face, and how to deal
with the crises it faces.

Keywords: Gulf Cooperation Council, Cooperation, Crisis Management.
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